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California law requires that judges in each county set their own bail schedules, a mandate that results in a disparity across the state. 


UNFAIR IMPACT? 


BAIL FOR THE SAME CRIME CAN BE $1,000 FOR SOME, $50,000 FOR OTHERS 


Possession 
of controlled 
substances 


By Kelly Puente BAIL AMOUNTS BY COUNTY 
kpuente@scng.com eal 
@KellyPuenteOC on Twitter County Prostitution in public 
Arrested for being drunk in pub- Sen Banedino | C0000 wamo 
lic? Riverside $2,500 $2,500 
You could get to bail out of jail Orange $1,000 $500 
in Los Angeles County for $250, but Los Angeles $2,000 $250 
get arrested for the same crime in Ventura $5,000 $2,500 
Ventura County and it could cost you San Diego $2,000 $250 
2,500. Source: County superior courts 
$2, 
In Orange County, a person ar- 
rested for misdemeanor prostitution 
could need $1,000 to get out from behind they’re in. 


bars, but in neighboring San Bernardino 
County the price tag is $50,000 under the 
posted bail schedule. 

California law mandates that judges in 
each of the state’s 58 counties craft their 
own bail schedules, which act as guideposts 
for jurists. As a result, bail amounts for the 
same crimes can vary widely across Cali- 
fornia. 

Those who can’t afford to post bail, or 
just don’t want to pay the big bill, could 
sit in jail longer just because of the county 


That disparity is one reason why propo- 
nents of bail reform are pushing for a com- 
plete overhaul, arguing that bail tied to 
money creates a two-tiered system of jus- 
tice — the poor remain locked up while the 
rich buy their way out. 

And, they say, it doesn’t adequately pro- 
tect public safety. 


Lawmakers seek change 


“To us, it exemplifies why there is a need 
for reform in the criminal justice system,” 


said John Bauters, director of 
government relations for Califor- 
nians for Safety and Justice, one 
of the groups leading the effort. 


opt On the forefront is Senate 
$5,000 Bill10, which would largely 
$2,500 eliminate the cash-bail system 
$1,000 by having judges instead rely on 
$2,500 an assessment of a defendant’s 
$5,000 flight risk and threat to public 


SCNG safety. If bail is deemed neces- 
sary, it would be set based on 
ability to pay. 

That bill is backed by Gov. Jerry Brown 

and Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye. 

Opponents, including bail agents and 

law enforcement officials, say the changes 
would cost taxpayers because of the added 
expense of the risk assessments, and hurt 
small businesses: bail-bond firms. Sup- 
porters say there would be fewer inmates, 
and so taxpayers would actually pay less. 
Though the issue is hotly contested, 
people on both sides agree that the coun- 
ties’ disparity does unfairly impact poor 
BAIL » PAGE7 


BRUINS BASKETBALL 


UCLA teammates return to U.S. 


The three, cleared of theft 
charges in China, may still 
face punishment by school 


By Thuc Nhi Nguyen 
thnguyen@scng.com >> @thucnhi21 on Twitter 


Through a swarm of reporters shout- 
ing questions and snapping photos, UCLA 
basketball players LiAngelo Ball, Cody Ri- 
ley and Jalen Hill were shepherded into a 
black van on the departures level of LAX 
on Tuesday. 

After a 12-hour flight from Shanghai, 
they were still dressed in their official gray 
UCLA Under Armour sweatsuits with their 
blue UCLA backpacks. The door slid closed 
and the van drove away. 

The three freshmen returned to Los An- 
geles one week after being arrested for al- 
legedly shoplifting at a high-end shopping 
center in Hangzhou, China. 

ESPN reported that police had surveil- 
lance footage of the players committing the 
crimes at three stores in the shopping cen- 
ter next to their hotel, including at a Louis 
Vuitton store from which they were accused 
of taking sunglasses. 


JAE C. HONG — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


UCLA basketball player LiAngelo Ball is surrounded by the media as he leaves Los Angeles 
International Airport on Tuesday. Three UCLA basketball players — Ball, Jalen Hill and Cody 
Riley — had been detained in China for six days on suspicion of shoplifting. 


opener against Georgia Tech in Shanghai 
while they were confined to the hotel under 
police surveillance for six days. 


home opener against Central Arkansas at 
8 p.m. today at Pauley Pavilion, but their 
status with the team remains unclear. 


Ball, Hill and Riley missed UCLA’s season They returned in time for the team’s UCLA » PAGE 7 
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he remembers a Trump 
campaign meeting that 
included talk about 
Russia. news » 3 


TAXES 

Senate offers new 
tax idea: Repeal the 

| mandate at the center 
o of Obamacare. news » 3 


Buena Park Lt. Michael Galos 
and Detective Willy Lopez load 
a frozen turkey into a bag. 


at-risk youth 
Volunteers at 
Saddleback 
Church in Lake 
Forest packed 
Thanksgiving 
turkey dinners 
Tuesday for 875 
students at risk 
of joining gangs. 
LOCAL 2 
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DEADLY SHOOTING 


Gunman 
targets 
people at 


random 


At least 4 killed; he 
fails to enter school 


By Don Thompson 
and Paul Elias 
The Associated Press 


RANCHO TEHAMA RESERVE » A 
gunman driving stolen vehicles 
and choosing his targets at ran- 
dom opened fire “without provo- 
cation” in a tiny, rural Northern 
California town Tuesday, kill- 
ing four people and wounding at 
least 10 others, including a stu- 
dent at an elementary school, be- 
fore police shot him dead, author- 
ities said. 

The rampage began shortly be- 
fore 8 a.m. when the gunman fa- 
tally shot a neighbor he had been 
accused of stabbing in January, 
Tehama County Assistant Sheriff 
Phil Johnston said. 

Shortly afterward, the gunman 
rammed through the gate of Ran- 
cho Tehama Elementary School 
about 2 miles away and spent 
about six minutes shooting into 
the building, striking at least one 
student, Johnston said. 

Surveillance video showed the 
gunman trying unsuccessfully to 
enter the school, authorities said. 

School officials’ swift deci- 
sion to lock the doors after hear- 
ing gunfire was “monumental” in 
saving the lives of countless chil- 
dren, Johnston said. No one was 
killed there. 

The gunman left the school af- 
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RICH PEDRONCELL| — AP 
Two women embrace outside 
the Rancho Tehama Elementary 


School, where a gunman opened 
fire Tuesday. 


TERRORISM 


How to fight 
extremist 
hate and 


violence? 


End dehumanizing 
behavior, experts say 


By Deepa Bharath 
dbharath@scng.com 
@reporterdeepa on Twitter 


LOS ANGELES » Removing polar- 
ization and politics from the con- 
versation might be the key to 
stopping homegrown violent ex- 
tremism, experts said Tuesday, 
as they attempted to deconstruct 
a problem that has flummoxed 
cities and nations 
around the world. 

“The extrem- 
ist mindset is all 
about positing su- 
periority over an- 
other,” said Sasha 
Havlicek, direc- 
tor of the London- 
based Institute 
of Strategic Dia- 
logue, Pa at More: L.A. 
the USC Sol Price ™@Y° says 
School of Public Community 
Policy’s “Global So- outreach can 
lutions in the Age "elp turn 
of Homegrown Ex- tide. NEWS 8 
tremism” summit. 

“The ‘othering’ of people, the 
dehumanizing of groups of peo- 
ple, is the precursor to mass mur- 
der and turns mentally able peo- 
ple into killers.” 

While governments and non- 
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